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clause in our Constitution ; and he will doubtless rejoice to learn, 
that the Society, so far from being ruined, has, either in consequence 
or in spite of that clause, gained more the past year than during its 
first seven years of freedom from what he condemns. 

2. Annual Sermon before the Legislature of Massachusetts, Jan. 3, 1838. 

By Rev. Richard S. Storrs, D. D. 

This eloquent discourse deserved, but could not receive an earlier 
notice on our pages ; nor can we now do more than give a few brief 
extracts : 

" Equally cogent are the claims of the citizen on the government, 
for the preservation of peace with other nations. The precept of 
divine benevolence, 'if it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all men,' is not more obligatory on the private indi- 
vidual than upon the ruler; for the expenditures of treasure, life, 
and moral virtue, involved in wars of ambition, conquest or revenge, 
are hardly more compatible with the genius of Christianity, than 
with the immediate interest of the state ; and the day when the noise 
of the battle and the warrior shall cease, is not more the delightful 
theme of prophetic annunciation, than the object of hope and fervent 
desire to every friend of rational liberty. And while government 
refrains from too lofty pretensions, and from all injurious claims on 
foreign powers, and perseveres in holding high and honorable inter- 
course with them, based on the principles of truth and equity, an 
appeal to arms will rarely, perhaps never, be found necessary, and 
differences, when they arise, will be promptly adjusted by amicable 
negociation. If war, as it is sometimes said, be the safety-valve of a 
nation, letting off the redundant mass of turbulent passion, — or, if it 
be a necessary evil, like the volcano, giving vent to earth's internal 
fires, and heaving forth upon its surface the fountains of burning 
lava, that otherwise would convulse the world, — still it must be 
confessed, that it pours forth, in all directions, streams of unmingled 
bitterness and wo, withering the hopes of families — annihilating the 
accumulated resources of ages — prematurely transferring thousands 
of immortals from scenes of privilege and hope, to the retributions 
of eternity. And is this a nation's safety-valve? What, then, I ask, 
is a nation's destruction? Is man's depravity so deep, so dark, so 
furious too, that nothing can prevent its overflow to the world's ruin, 
except a license to 'kill, plunder and destroy' his fellow-men at his 
pleasure ? And is this the strong argument that justifies the whole- 
sale butchery of unoffending individuals, and the thousands of exter- 
minating wars that stain the broad page of man's history ? Far 
better aim at the wider diffusion and the firmer establishment of 
those principles of peace and fraternal love, which strongly mark 
the gospel of Christ. Give to a nation the spirit that breathes 'peace 
on earth and good-will to men,' throw abroad that all-penetrating 
moral influence which flows from the respect of rulers for the insti- 
tutions of religion, and discountenance infidelity, both in high places 
and low, with the whole train of its legitimate offspring, — ungoverned 
passion, reckless vice, and heaven-daring crime, — and we have se- 
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curity enough against all the evils for which war is the sovereign 
remedy. Let the gospel triumph, and the scourge of legalized mur- 
der will he no longer necessary to keep the world in order." — pp. 
13—15. 

War is not necessary even now to keep Christendom in order ; and 
civilized nations might, if they chose, discard it as safely as New 
England has the kindred practice of duelling. We deem it at best 
merely a rhetorical license to speak about the necessity of war ; for 
there is in truth no more necessity for it than there is for intemper- 
ance, slavery or piracy. 

" The powers of government obviously have limitations. There 
is a point beyond which man cannot go, in the exercise of authority 
over his fellow-man, — a point where God stands, and says to the 
proud waves of ambition, 'Hitherto shall ye come, but no further." 
Beyond this, all authority is usurpation — resistance to its claims 
becomes lawful and imperative." — p. 9. 

We do not deny the right of resistance in some way ; but by what 
means shall we resist? Does God any where direct or authorize us 
to use force unto death in resisting encroachments, upon our rights? 
May we thus resist " the powers that be ? " 

" In a government like ours, dependent under God on the sovereign 
will of the people, it may be a fair question, whether even the enact- 
ment of unjust laws will justify opposition unto blood ? The eternal 
principles of justice are indeed to be maintained; but how? — by the 
sword, or by an appeal to public conscience ? — by open and revenge- 
ful rebellion, or by dispassionate argument, and the whole array of 
moral influences within the reach of an intelligent people ? If I 
mistake not, the language of the persecuted David is in keeping with 
the spirit of Christianity and patriotism, — 'The Lord forbid that I 
should do any thing unto my master, the Lord's anointed — to stretch 
forth my hand against him, seeing he is the Lord's anointed.' " — p. 30. 
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